
M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S F R E E  L E S S O N

Fact vs Opinion
Lesson 1: Can it be checked?

GRADES 3-5

FACT OPINION

ANCHOR CHART 2 ORIGINAL PASSAGES SORT + EXIT TICKET

W H A T ' S  I N S I D E
Teacher page: goal, 15-20 minute plan, standards

Illustrated anchor chart

Guided passage with think-aloud notes (Level A)

Independent passage (Level B) + 5 questions

Cut-and-glue sort (12 cards) + mat

Exit ticket (two per page) and answer keys
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L E S S O N  1   ·   1 5 - 2 0  M I N U T E S

Fact or opinion? Can it be checked?
T E A C H E R  P A G E

L E A R N I N G  G O A L

I can tell a fact from an opinion by asking one question: can it be checked?

T H E  1 5 - 2 0  M I N U T E  L E S S O N

3 min Hook Anchor chart (page 3): read the two sea otter examples. Ask: which one could you
prove? How?

8 min I do Read Sea Otters aloud (page 4). Think aloud with the notes for sentences 1, 2, 3, 12
and 14. Students fill the F / O strip.

5 min We do Partners label the other sentences and name the clue word or the way to check.

3 min Check Exit ticket (page 9), two per page.

Next day, centers or homework: the Honeybees passage and five questions (pages 5-6) and the cut-and-glue
sort (pages 7-8). Answer key: page 10.

Say: A fact can be checked and proved true. An opinion tells what someone thinks, feels, or believes. Clue
words help, but they are clues, not rules. Our question today is: can it be checked?

L I S T E N  A N D  L O O K  F O R

Students name HOW they would check a fact: look it up, measure or count, or observe it.

Students still ask the question when there is no clue word (sentences 12 and 15) and when should belongs to a
rule (sentence 14).

A student who calls a surprising fact an opinion (a butterfly tastes with its feet) needs one more example:
surprising is not the same as opinion.

S T A N D A R D S  ( W O R D I N G  C H E C K E D  A G A I N S T  T H E  O F F I C I A L  C O M M O N  C O R E  T E X T )

RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the
basis for the answers.

RI.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.

RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which
reasons and evidence support which point(s).

Common Core does not list fact and opinion as its own standard in Grades 3-5; check your state or district
document for its wording. The questions ask students to answer from the text (RI.3.1, and RI.4.1 and RI.5.1 at those
grades); Lesson 4 is the bridge to RI.4.8 and RI.5.8 and to opinion writing (W.3.1, W.4.1, W.5.1).

W H E R E  T H I S  L E S S O N  F I T S

This is Lesson 1 of the Fact vs Opinion Complete Unit (Grades 3-5). Page 11 shows real pages from the unit and
what it adds.
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   A N C H O R  C H A R T

Fact or Opinion?
Ask: Can it be checked?

FACT
A fact can be checked and proved
true.

Check it: look it up, measure or count,
or observe it yourself.

EXAMPLE
“Sea otters float on their backs to eat.”

OPINION
An opinion tells what someone thinks,
feels, or believes. It cannot be proved.

Clue words: best, worst, cutest, most
fun, beautiful, should, I think.

EXAMPLE
“Sea otters are the cutest animals on
the coast.”

TRICKY!
1 Tallest, fastest, and largest can be measured, so they can be facts. Best, cutest,

and most fun cannot be measured.

2 A fact can be surprising. Surprising is not the same as opinion.

3 Agreeing with a sentence does not make it a fact. Ask: can it be checked?

4 Clue words are clues, not rules. “An eagle can see better than a person” has better,
but it can be checked: FACT. “Winter lasts too long” has no clue word, but it cannot
be checked: OPINION.

Milestone Reading Skills  ·  Fact vs Opinion Lesson 1  ·  free lesson Page 3



M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   F A C T  V S  O P I N I O N

LESSON 1 ·  GUIDED Can it be checked?
Name

Date

Follow along as your teacher reads. Your teacher will think aloud about the sentences
with notes. Then write F or O for every numbered sentence.

Sea Otters Level A  ·  160 words

1 Sea otters live in the Pacific Ocean near the shore.
2 Sea otters are the cutest animals on the coast. 3 A

sea otter has thicker fur than any other animal. 4 Its
thick fur keeps it warm in the cold sea.

5 Sea otters float on their backs to eat. 6 An otter can
use a rock to crack open a clam. 7 I think that is the
smartest trick in the sea. 8 It can keep a rock in a fold of
skin under its arm.

9 Resting otters wrap themselves in kelp so they do not
drift. 10 A group of resting otters is called a raft. 11 A
mother otter often carries her pup on her chest. 12 No
one could ever get tired of watching them.

13 Wild otters may swim away if people get too close.
14 The rules say people should give wild otters lots of

space. 15 A day at the beach is not the same without
otters. 16 Everyone should see sea otters at least once.

T H I N K  A L O U D
1 Can I check it?

Yes. I can look it up in a book
about the ocean. FACT.

2 Clue word: cutest
Cutest is a feeling. Others
may disagree. OPINION.

3 Tricky!
Scientists can measure how
thick fur is. FACT.

12 No clue word
No tool can check it. It is a
feeling. OPINION.

14 Clues, not rules
It tells what the rules say. I
can look them up. FACT.

Write F (fact) or O (opinion) for each numbered sentence.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   F A C T  V S  O P I N I O N

LESSON 1 ·  ON YOUR OWN Read and think
Name

Date

Read the passage. Then answer the questions on the next page. Look for clue words,
and ask: can it be checked?

Honeybees Level B  ·  207 words

1 Honeybees live together in large groups called colonies. A strong colony can have more
than 20,000 bees. Each colony has one queen, and she can lay more than 1,000 eggs
in a single day. Most of the bees in a colony are workers.

2 A honeybee has five eyes. Two large eyes are on the sides of its head, and three tiny
eyes are on top. Bees can see some colors that people cannot see. That makes bees the
most amazing insects in the garden.

3 When a bee finds flowers far from the hive, it flies back and does a special dance called
the waggle dance. The dance shows the other bees which way to fly to find the flowers.
Watching the waggle dance is the most fun way to learn about bees. Bees turn nectar
into honey and store it in wax cells. Honey on warm toast is delicious. Beekeepers say
you should move slowly and stay calm near a hive.

4 As bees fly from flower to flower, they carry pollen that helps plants make seeds and
fruit. A garden without bees is a sad place. In my opinion, bees are the most important
insects on Earth. Everyone should plant flowers that bees like, such as clover and mint.
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   F A C T  V S  O P I N I O N

LESSON 1 ·  ON YOUR OWN Honeybees: questions
Name

Date

Use the Honeybees passage to answer each question.

1 Which sentence from the passage is a FACT?
A That makes bees the most amazing insects in the garden.

B A garden without bees is a sad place.

C A honeybee has five eyes.

D Everyone should plant flowers that bees like, such as clover and mint.

2 Which sentence from the passage is an OPINION?
A The dance shows the other bees which way to fly to find the flowers.

B Watching the waggle dance is the most fun way to learn about bees.

C Beekeepers say you should move slowly and stay calm near a hive.

D A strong colony can have more than 20,000 bees.

3 Circle the clue word that makes this sentence an opinion.
“Honey on warm toast is delicious.”

4 Paragraph 2 says a honeybee has five eyes. Is that a fact or an opinion? How could you
check it?

5 The author thinks everyone should plant flowers for bees. Copy one FACT from
paragraph 4 that the author uses to support this opinion.
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   F A C T  V S  O P I N I O N

LESSON 1 ·  SORT Fact or opinion? Cut and sort
Name

Date

Cut out the 12 cards. Read each one and ask: can it be checked? Glue it on the mat under
FACT or OPINION.

1

All spiders have eight legs.
2

Math is easy.

3

Penguins are the cutest birds.
4

Cats can see better in dim
light than people can.

5
Recess is the most

fun part of the day.

6
The Pacific is the

biggest ocean of all.

7
A spider would be too
scary to keep as a pet.

8

Penguins never fly.

9
Winter is too cold and too
dark for anyone to enjoy.

10

Pizza is a delicious lunch.

11
Chess is a fun game for
kids to learn at school.

12
Our solar system has

only one star, the Sun.
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   F A C T  V S  O P I N I O N

LESSON 1 ·  SORT Sorting mat
Name

Date

Glue each card in a box under FACT or under OPINION.

FACT
can be checked

OPINION
thinks or feels

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   F A C T  V S  O P I N I O N

LESSON 1 ·  EXIT TICKET Check your thinking Name

1 Fact or opinion?
“A butterfly can taste with its feet.”

Circle one: FACT OPINION

2 Circle the clue word that makes this an opinion.
“Butterflies are the prettiest insects in the garden.”

3 Write one fact about your school. Then write one opinion about your school.

cut

M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   F A C T  V S  O P I N I O N

LESSON 1 ·  EXIT TICKET Check your thinking Name

1 Fact or opinion?
“A butterfly can taste with its feet.”

Circle one: FACT OPINION

2 Circle the clue word that makes this an opinion.
“Butterflies are the prettiest insects in the garden.”

3 Write one fact about your school. Then write one opinion about your school.
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A N S W E R  K E Y

Lesson 1
T E A C H E R  P A G E

G U I D E D  P A S S A G E :  S E A  O T T E R S  ( S E N T E N C E S  1 - 1 6 )

1 FACT can be checked

2 OPINION clue: cutest

3 FACT can be checked

4 FACT can be checked

5 FACT can be checked

6 FACT can be checked

7 OPINION clue: I think, smartest

8 FACT can be checked

9 FACT can be checked

10 FACT can be checked

11 FACT can be checked

12 OPINION no clue word

13 FACT can be checked

14 FACT tells what the rules say

15 OPINION no clue word

16 OPINION clue: should

I N D E P E N D E N T  P R A C T I C E :  H O N E Y B E E S

1 C B has no clue word but is an opinion

2 B C has should, but it tells what beekeepers
say: a fact

3 delicious a judging word; it cannot be checked

4 FACT. Sample: look it up in a science book or on a
museum website about bees.

any real way to check earns the point

5 As bees fly from flower to flower, they carry pollen
that helps plants make seeds and fruit.

paragraph 4; this fact explains why flowers
for bees matter

C U T - A N D - G L U E  S O R T

Card 1 FACT

Card 2 OPINION trap: no clue word

Card 3 OPINION clue: cutest

Card 4 FACT trap: better is measured

Card 5 OPINION clue: most fun

Card 6 FACT

Card 7 OPINION trap: no clue word

Card 8 FACT

Card 9 OPINION trap: no clue word

Card 10 OPINION clue: delicious

Card 11 OPINION clue: fun

Card 12 FACT

E X I T  T I C K E T

1 FACT surprising, but a scientist can check it

2 prettiest a judging word

3 Answers vary fact: can be checked; opinion: what someone thinks
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W H A T ' S  I N  T H E  F U L L  U N I T

Fact vs Opinion Complete Unit · Grades 3-5
N E X T  S T E P

Real pages from the unit (reduced):

Pre-assessment, Form A Lesson 2: Prove It! chart Lesson 3: tricky sentences

Lesson 4: organizer Lesson 5: Level C passage 24 task cards

W H A T  T H E  F U L L  U N I T  A D D S  T O  T H I S  L E S S O N

4 more lessons in gradual release: three ways to check
a fact, tricky sentences (tallest or best?), authors who
mix facts and opinions, and a show-what-you-know
finale

6 more original passages at three measured reading
levels (150 to 260 words), level and length printed; the
finale puts one topic at all three levels

Pre- and post-assessment in parallel forms (12 points
each) with a class tracker

24 task cards with a recording sheet, including trap
sentences where a clue word misleads

3 small-group reteach cards for the most common
mix-ups, mapped to the test items

An exit ticket for every lesson and an answer key for
every page

Find the full unit on TpT:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/x-17725207
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T H A N K  Y O U

Thanks for teaching this lesson

Follow Milestone Teachers on TpT for the next skills in the series
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/milestoneteachers

Ready for more? Fact vs Opinion Complete Unit:
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/x-17725207

Share this free lesson with a colleague (send the link, not the file):
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/x-15327695

Did this help? Please leave a rating on TpT - ratings are how other teachers find free resources like this one.

Have an idea that would make this more useful in your classroom? Tell us at admin@milestoneteachers.ca -
real classroom feedback is what shapes what we build next.

T E R M S  O F  U S E

Free for use in one classroom. Print and copy these pages for your own students. To share with a colleague,
send the TpT link instead of the file, and please do not post the file online. Passages are original.

Illustrations were made with AI image tools.

M I L E S T O N E  T E A C H E R S
Milestone Teachers  ·  Ontario Certified Teacher

Milestone Reading Skills  ·  Fact vs Opinion Lesson 1  ·  free lesson Page 12

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/milestoneteachers
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/x-17725207
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/x-15327695

