
M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S F R E E  L E S S O N

Prefixes & Suffixes
Lesson 1: parts, bases and lookalikes

GRADES 3-5

PREFIX SUFFIX

ANCHOR CHART 2 PASSAGES SORT + KEYS

W H A T ' S  I N S I D E
Teacher page with a 20-minute first lesson

Illustrated prefix-and-suffix anchor chart

Guided Garden Sign passage with think-aloud
notes

Independent Nature Trail passage and five
questions

12-card real-affix versus lookalike sort and mat

Exit ticket and full teacher answer key

Milestone Teachers · Lesson 1 of the Complete Unit



L E S S O N  1  ·  2 0  M I N U T E S

Part, base and meaning
T E A C H E R  P A G E

L E A R N I N G  G O A L

I can find a real base word and explain what a prefix or suffix adds.

T H E  2 0 - M I N U T E  F I R S T  L E S S O N

3 min Hook Use the anchor chart (page 3) to model reopen and painful.

7 min I do Read The Garden Sign (page 4). Let students mark sentences 3, 5 and 12 after the
unscored model.

6 min We do Cut and sort real affixes from lookalikes (pages 7-8); ask for the base and meaning.

4 min Check Use the exit ticket (page 9).

Independent follow-up: read A Map for the Nature Trail and answer five questions (pages 5-6). Answer key: page
10.

Say: Letters are clues, not a rule. Name the base, add the part, then check the meaning in the sentence.

L I S T E N  F O R

Students explain a real base and the changed meaning, not just point to a letter group.

Students defend a lookalike by testing both the base and the whole-word meaning.

Students distinguish a part before a base (P) from one after it (S).

I F  A  S O R T  C H O I C E  I S  W R O N G

Ask the child to cover the proposed part and say the remaining base aloud.

Have the child explain the whole word in its sentence, then compare that meaning with the proposed part.

Keep one uncertain card for tomorrow's quick check; do not reveal the sort key during the attempt.

W H E R E  T H I S  L E S S O N  F I T S

This is Lesson 1 of the five-lesson Prefixes & Suffixes Complete Unit. Page 11 shows real pages from the full unit
and its TpT next step.
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   A N C H O R  C H A R T

A small part can change a word
Find the base word. Then read the added part.

PREFIX
A prefix goes BEFORE a base word.

re- can mean again; un- can mean
not.

RE + OPEN
“reopen = open again”

SUFFIX
A suffix goes AFTER a base word.

-ful can mean full of; -less can mean
without.

PAIN + FUL
“painful = full of pain”

CHECK THE WHOLE WORD
1 Letters at the edge are only a clue. A real base and the whole-word meaning must

both fit.

2 A word can change its spelling when an affix is added. These first examples keep
the base clear.

3 Use the sentence to check that the new meaning makes sense.
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   P R E F I X E S  &  S U F F I X E S

LESSON 1 ·  GUIDED The Garden Sign
Name

Date

Read together. Underline an added part; box its base. Explain the whole word in the
sentence.

The Garden Sign Level A  ·  164 words

1 1 A rainy morning left the wooden sign by the school
garden hard to read. 2 Its old paint had faded, and
the storm blurred the words even more. 3 The
students decided to repaint the sign. 4 To repaint
means to paint again.

2 5 Kai said the wet sign was unsafe. 6 A sign is
unsafe when it is not safe to use. 7 The class waited
while the last drops ran off the edge. 8 No one
wanted the new paint to wash away at once. 9 Kai
drew a small line on the dry board to mark each row
of plants. 10 They let the wooden board dry in the
warm sun. 11 Then they used blue paint and a wide
brush. 12 Kai was careful as he painted each word.

3 13 The class returned the sign to its place beside the
path. 14 Visitors could now read it from the garden
gate. 15 The first row was for peas, and the next row
was for beans. 16 Kai checked the words, then put
the brushes away.

T H I N K  A L O U D
1 Model with a new word

Reopen means open again:
re- changes the base open.

2 Check the whole meaning
Painful means full of pain:
pain is the base and -ful
changes it.

7 Your turn
Name a base you can still
read after covering an
added part.

8 Use the story
Check whether your new
meaning fits what happens
in the garden.

Sentences 3, 5, 12: write P for prefix or S for suffix, in that order.

1 2 3
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   P R E F I X E S  &  S U F F I X E S

LESSON 1 ·  ON YOUR OWN A Map for the Nature
Trail

Name

Date

Read the story. Then answer the five questions on the next page.

A Map for the Nature Trail Level B  ·  214 words

1 The nature trail had a map beside its gate. After a storm, part of the path was closed.
The old map was unhelpful because it still showed that path as open. Mira had to
redraw the map, but the class agreed to rewrite the signs first. Before they started,
Mira spread the map on a table. A red line showed the closed path, but no note
explained why. A visitor might follow that line and reach the broken bridge.

2 Mira asked her team to recheck each turn in the trail. They walked the safe path and
marked every bend. Then they reread the new signs to make sure the words were
clear. One sign had an unfair rule that let only older students use the bench. The bench
was next to the only flat place to rest. Mira asked who had made the rule, but no one
knew. The team agreed that every visitor should be able to rest there.

3 The team changed that rule and put up the new signs. Visitors could now follow the
map without guessing. They used a blue arrow for the open path and a red bar for the
closed one. At the gate, a family checked the new map and found the pond without
taking a wrong turn.
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   P R E F I X E S  &  S U F F I X E S

LESSON 1 ·  ON YOUR OWN Nature Trail: questions
Name

Date

Use the Nature Trail passage. Show the base and use a sentence clue where asked.

1 Circle the prefix in this word.
“redraw”

2 The class decided to rewrite the signs. What does rewrite mean?
A walk again

B write again

C not write

D full of writing

3 The old map was unhelpful. What does unhelpful mean here?
A not hopeful

B full of help

C not helpful

D helpful again

4 Why did the team recheck the turns in the trail? Use a sentence from paragraph 2.

5 Find one more word with re- or un- in the passage. Write its base and its meaning.
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   P R E F I X E S  &  S U F F I X E S

LESSON 1 ·  SORT Real affix or lookalike?
Name

Date

Cut out the 12 word cards. Find a base and test the meaning. Glue each under REAL
AFFIX or LOOKALIKE.

1

repaint
2

uncle

3

unless
4

careful

5

unsafe
6

ready

7

under
8

unhappy

9

rent
10

reread

11

careless
12

relic
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   P R E F I X E S  &  S U F F I X E S

LESSON 1 ·  SORT Sorting mat
Name

Date

Glue each card under its answer. Say the base and meaning for every real affix.

REAL AFFIX
part + real base

LOOKALIKE
letters only

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue

glue
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M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   P R E F I X E S  &  S U F F I X E S

LESSON 1 ·  EXIT TICKET Check your thinking Name

1 Circle the prefix.
“recheck”

2 Mira will reread the sign. What does reread mean?
A start again

B read before

C not read

D read again

3 Add un- to fair. Write your new word and use it in a sentence. Underline the base.

cut

M I L E S T O N E  R E A D I N G  S K I L L S   ·   P R E F I X E S  &  S U F F I X E S

LESSON 1 ·  EXIT TICKET Check your thinking Name

1 Circle the prefix.
“recheck”

2 Mira will reread the sign. What does reread mean?
A start again

B read before

C not read

D read again

3 Add un- to fair. Write your new word and use it in a sentence. Underline the base.
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A N S W E R  K E Y

Lesson 1
T E A C H E R  P A G E

G U I D E D  P A S S A G E :  S E N T E N C E S  3 ,  5  A N D  1 2

1 P repaint = re- + paint

2 P unsafe = un- + safe

3 S careful = care + -ful

N A T U R E  T R A I L :  F I V E  Q U E S T I O N S

1 re- base: draw

2 B

3 C

4 They checked the turns again so the new map
would be correct.

5 Examples: reread = read again; unfair = not
fair.

example; accept other valid answers

R E A L  A F F I X  O R  L O O K A L I K E  S O R T

1 REAL AFFIX base: paint

2 LOOKALIKE cle is not a base

3 LOOKALIKE if not; not 'not less'

4 REAL AFFIX base: care

5 REAL AFFIX base: safe

6 LOOKALIKE ady is not a base

7 LOOKALIKE der is not a base

8 REAL AFFIX base: happy

9 LOOKALIKE nt is not a base

10 REAL AFFIX base: read

11 REAL AFFIX base: care

12 LOOKALIKE lic is not a base

E X I T  T I C K E T

1 re- base: check

2 D

3 Unfair: The rule was unfair to the younger children.
Base: fair.

example; accept other valid answers
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W H A T ' S  I N  T H E  F U L L  U N I T

Prefixes & Suffixes Complete Unit · Grades 3-5
N E X T  S T E P

Real pages from the unit (reduced):

12-point pre- and post-checks Part and base table Suffixes and lookalikes

Three levels, one kite story 24 task cards

W H A T  T H E  F U L L  U N I T  A D D S  T O  T H I S  L E S S O N

Four more lessons: pre- and dis-; -ful and -less; using
context to check meaning; independent transfer

Six more original lesson passages, including one kite
story at three measured reading levels

Parallel pre- and post-assessments, a class tracker,
and three targeted reteach cards

An exit ticket for each lesson, differentiated tasks, and
complete answer keys

Find the full unit on TpT:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/x-17728716
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T H A N K  Y O U

Thanks for teaching this lesson

Follow Milestone Teachers on TpT for the next skills in the series
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/milestoneteachers

Ready for more? Prefixes & Suffixes Complete Unit:
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/x-17728716

Share this free lesson with a colleague (send the link, not the file):
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/x-15554322

Did this help? Please leave a rating on TpT - ratings are how other teachers find free resources like this one.

Have an idea that would make this more useful in your classroom? Tell us at admin@milestoneteachers.ca -
real classroom feedback is what shapes what we build next.

T E R M S  O F  U S E

Free for use in one classroom. Print and copy for your own students. To share with a colleague, send the
TpT listing link rather than the file. Do not post this file online. Passages are original.

M I L E S T O N E  T E A C H E R S
Milestone Teachers  ·  Ontario Certified Teacher

Milestone Reading Skills  ·  Prefixes & Suffixes Lesson 1 · free lesson Page 12

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/milestoneteachers
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/x-17728716
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/x-15554322

